
WHOSE STORY IS IT?
AI, Imagination, and the Politics of Creative Production



MY BACKGROUND AND AESTHETIC
ÅTechnologist, futurist, gear head, VFX fan, trend setter, trend watcher.

ÅCloset Luddite (last adopter)

ÅPersonal Influences: Union labor, Community organizing and Arts

ÅFilmmaking Aesthetic: Neo -realist, dramas.



AI INVASION

ÅChatGPT Nov. 2022

ÅMidjourney, July 2022

ÅUFVA, Summer 2023



5 STAGES OF GRIEF ƛ
STAGE 1: DENIAL

ÅIgnore and avoid learning or using

ÅAI policy for classes: ƠPlease Donƞtơ
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5 STAGES OF GRIEF 
ƛ STAGE 2: ANGER

ÅLost Collaboration/Jobs

ÅEnvironmental Impacts

ÅBias and Prejudice
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5 STAGES OF GRIEF 
ƛ STAGE 2: ANGER

ÅLost Collaboration/Jobs

ÅEnvironmental Impacts

ÅBias and Prejudice

ÅDeepfakes

ÅAI Apocalypse

6



Planet Money Episode ƛ May 2023

ż$J«ChatGPT Ç³ ºX J °­TNJ´º X° ´­TXųŽ
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5 STAGES OF GRIEF ƛ 
STAGE 3: BARGAINING



5 STAGES OF GRIEF ƛ 
STAGE 4: DEPRESSION

ÅSAG and AFTRA strikes

ÅBillboards and commercials

ÅConference Conversations

ÅWelding jobs?
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5 STAGES OF GRIEF ƛ STAGE 5: ƠACCEPTANCEơ

ÅBeen using AI (AI on a spectrum)

ÅVoice to text

ÅColor matching

ÅTweens for Animation

ÅAuto -mixing

ÅAI for ideation and research

ÅAI for collaboration

ÅPrompt engineers
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5 STAGES OF GRIEF ƛ 
STAGE 5: ƠACCEPTANCEơ

ÅAI for expanding  

access or 

representation

1928 Photo of Dr. James CameronAI ColorizedAI Resolution and Sharpness



5 STAGES OF GRIEF ƛ 
STAGE 5: 
ƠACCEPTANCEơ

ÅArtists use tools, we donƞt let the tools use us!

ÅAppreciation of the real and non -derivative.
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5 STAGES OF GRIEF ƛ 
STAGE 5: ƠACCEPTANCEơ
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Shades of War and AI
The Backstory



Production Plan and Aesthetic:
Voice + Still Images + Archival Video

Chris Markerƞs La Jetée (1962) 



SHADES OF WAR
EXCERPT

https://vimeo.com/1096947718/d15d5b1a2e?ts=0&share=copy




AI TOOLS USED

ÅAI for writing and research (Chat GPT)

ÅResearch Assistant

ÅIdeation (Brainstorming)

ÅWriting Assistant



AI TOOLS USED

ÅAI for writing and research (Chat GPT)

ÅResearch Assistant

ÅIdeation (Brainstorming)

ÅWriting Assistant

Note: original title War Décor 



ISSUES AND 
DISCOVERIES

With AI for Writing and Research:

ÅSometimes unreliable information

ÅPattern seeking, pattern repeating (cliché)

ÅLack specificity or originality of lived 

experience

ÅTime saving???

ÅFeeding the beast



AI TOOLS  USED
ÅAI for Audio -Visuals

ÅIdeation

ÅImage Generation and Editing

ÅMidjourney

ÅPhotoshop



AI TOOLS THAT I USED

ÅAI for Audio -Visuals

ÅIdeation

ÅImage Generation/Storyboarding

ÅAudio (speech) generation







AI TOOLS TRIED

ÅAI for Audio -Visuals

ÅIdeation

ÅStoryboarding

ÅAudio (speech) generation

ÅVideo Image Generation

Midjourney  + RunwayAI



TOOLS OF THE TRADE (THAT IƞVE TRIED)

ÅAI for Audio -Visuals

ÅIdeation

ÅStoryboarding

ÅVideo Image Generation

ÅAudio (speech) generation



ISSUES AND 
DISCOVERIES
ÅCompositional Complexity Issues

ÅFaces and Bodies (in WS)

ÅText on screen

ÅMultiple Figures



ISSUES AND 
DISCOVERIES

ÅConsistency issues
ÅCharacter and style consistency

ÅCompositional consistency (cinematic framing)

ÅTraining with Ơrealơ people



ISSUES AND DISCOVERIES

ÅBeauty Bias



ISSUES AND DISCOVERIES

ÅOther Biases

/imagine: close-up of a white man, 40 years old, brown eyes, looking mildly annoyed, 
wearing a business suit with a flag lapel pin, seated in the oval office, rule of thirds, 

cinematic, Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera, 85mm lens, f/2.8 --ar 16:9



ISSUES AND DISCOVERIES

ÅEthics:

ÅLoss of human collaboration (two heads)

ÅCopyright



ISSUES AND DISCOVERIES

ÅEthics:

ÅLoss of human collaboration (two heads)

ÅCopyright

ÅFeeding the beast

ÅVoice and image cloning



ISSUES AND DISCOVERIES

ÅWith AI for A/V Generation:

ÅLoss of collaboration

ÅCopyright

ÅFeeding the beast

ÅVoice and image cloning

ÅGuardrails


