Holding AI Accountable: The Role of
Journalism and Education

A Pulitzer Center Workshop

While you enter:
e (Zoom Attendees) Feel Free to Say Hi in the chat
e Please gather some tools for note taking and tracking

your thoughts during the session.




Who Else Is In The

Room?




Icebreaker

Updated: JUN 23, 2025 10:16 AM ET

China shuts down Al tools during

ChatGPT May Be nationwide college exams
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Read the two breaking news headlines above.
How do you think they may be connected to our “AI Accountability” session topic?
How are they connected to other conversations you’ve had about AI recently?
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AI Accountability Through
Journalism

e Goals and Agenda
e Pulitzer Center Mission and Vision
e What 1s AI Accountability?
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Goals for Today's Workshop

This evening, we will...

e Engage with Pulitzer Center supported reporting on AI
Accountability

e Discuss the civic role of education in fostering AI literacy and
accountability

e Explore the intersection between storytelling and power in the
field of technology

e Consider how classrooms can become spaces for ethical inquiry,
civic engagement, and responsible innovation



Agenda

Time (CST) Agenda Item

11:30 - 11:40 Welcome/Icebreaker

11:40 - 11:50 AI Accountability Through Journalism
11:50 - 12:00 AI Accountability In Education

12:00 - 12:15 Group Activity: From Information to Action
12:15 - 12:25 Open Q&A

12:25 - 12:30 Closing/Survey
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Pulitzer Center

What 1s the
Pulitzer Center?

Our mission 1s to champion
the power of stories to
make complex issues
relevant and inspire action.




_ Daily news

Underreported stories




What do underreported stories do?

Bear witness

Hold powerful accountable
Center voices, events, and
facts that have been
marginalized 1n
mainstream narratives
Provide a historical
context for contemporary
1ssues

Expose systems that drive
current events

How do these questions connect
with your students?
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What sets Pulitzer Center reporting apart?

e (Quality, long-term
investigations

e Character-driven stories,

underreported voices and
perspectives
e Reporting designed for

extended engagement
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We support stories about systemic, global issues.
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Information and

Artificial Intelligence
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Check In: What do you
think are the elements of a
good underreported
Information and Al Story?



Guidance for
Reporting on Al
from AP Stylebook

“The artificial intelligence story goes far beyond
business and technology. It also is about
politics, entertainment, education, sports, human
rights, the economy, equality and inequality,
international law, and many other issues.
Successful Al stories show how these tools are
affecting many areas of our lives...”

“To accurately explain the technologies to their
audiences, journalists must understand both the
vocabulary associated with Al technologies and
the concepts used in their creation...”

Journalists Reporting on Al Should
Consider:
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How these systems work.
Where they are deployed.
How well they perform.
Whether they are regulated.

Who benefits and makes money as a
result.

Which communities may be
negatively impacted by such tools.



When reporting on Al be sure to avoid
publishing far-fetched claims or marketing
talking points, existential threat narratives
that distract from real-world problemes,
ascribing human emotions or capabilities
to Al models, and illustrating Al with
humanoid imagery.

(Guidance from AP Stylebook Guidelines on Al Reporting)



INITIATIVE

Al Accountability
Network

The Artificial Intelligence Accountability Network
supports and brings together journalists

reporting on Al and with Al globally. Working with
journalists and newsrooms that represent the diversity
of the communities affected by Al technologies, the
Network seeks to address the knowledge imbalance on
artificial intelligence that exists in the journalism
industry and to create a multidisciplinary and
collaborative ecosystem that enables journalists to
report on this fast-evolving topic with skill, nuance, and
impact.
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The Al
Accountability
Network
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RESOURCES

We believe in radical sharing of methodologies and lessons learned from the projects we support so they may serve as valuable resources

and

blueprints for other newsrooms, universities, and civil society organizations pursuing similar projects.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE MACHINE LEARNING FUNDING FOR
METHODOLOGIES ) C METHODOLOGIES ) WEBINARS ON DEMAND JOURNALISTS
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Cultivating learning

and community for

journalists reporting

about Al across the
globe

Investing in Journalists and Content
Expert Partners

The Network supports two programs: Al Accountability Fellowships and Machine Learning Reporting Grants.

The Al Accountability Fellowships seek to support journalists working on in-depth Al accountability stories that examine governments' and
corporations’ uses of predictive and surveillance technologies to guide decisions in policing, medicine, social welfare, the criminal justice
system, hiring, and more.

Through the Al Accountability Fellowships, the Pulitzer Center provides journalists financial support, acommunity of peers, mentorship, and
training to pursue in-depth reporting projects that interrogate how these Al systems are funded, built, and deployed by corporations,
governments and other powerful actors.

Here you can find our fellowship FAQ and other tips for a successful application.

Our Machine Learning Reporting Grants support journalists seeking to use machine learning to augment their reporting capacity on big data
projects. Reporters we have supported combined the use of machine learning with geospatial analysis, satellite imagery, and traditional
shoe-leather reporting, among other approaches. Their stories mapped the proliferation of gold mines in the Amazon rainforest, predicted

oil-well abandonment in Texas, and revealed the corporate owners that are amassing single-family house rentals in North Carolina.

Applications for our Machine Learning Reporting Grants are reviewed on a rolling basis.
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AI Accountability Through
Education

e K12 Mission and Theory of Change
e What we'’ve heard from educators
e Available Resources
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Pulitzer Center
K-12 EDUCATION

K-12 Mission: To
cultivate a more curious,
informed, empathetic,
and engaged public by
connecting students and
teachers with under-
reported global news
stories and the
journalists who cover
them.




Our Theory
of Change

By connecting students and
teachers with underreported
global news stories, and the
journalists who cover them,
students will strengthen the
critical thinking, media
literacy, communication, and
connection skills they need
to...

= Inform themselves
= Cultivate empathy
= Take action



Al Journalism Initiatives

Al Accountability
Fellowship

Al Reporting Grants

Machine Learning
Reporting Grants

Al Spotlight Series

Al Research

Al Engagement in the US

Al Teacher Advisory
Council

Al Webinars and PD

Al Virtual Visits for
Classrooms

Digital Resources
for Teachers and
Students

Global Al Engagement

South-to-South Al
Accountability
Colab

Civil Society
Partnerships

Conference
presentations and
keynotes




INFORMATION AND Al TOPICS
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Tecimology and Society

Resources for Educators

BROWSE ALL INFORMATION & ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE STORIES

PART OF: Blve Carbon Boom

Trump's Anti-Climate
Agenda Could Boost
China's Global Power

Alec Luhn
ORN FELLOW

SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN

November 20, 2024

When apps are 123
gamified, workers

PART OF: The Philippines and the Al Boom

‘Teka Teka' Podcast: When
Apps Are Gamified,
Workers Rarely Win (Part
2)

- Karol llagan
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November 18,

When apps are 18
gamified. workers

PART OF: The Philippines and the Al Boor

‘Teka Teka’ Podcast: When
Apps Are Gamified,
Workers Rarely Win (Part
1)

e) Karol llagan
Jpuma'’z
':odcast

Navember 6, 2024

Eiam RN

= Global Reporting on Al and Al 5 | = ¥

subtopics o » .7

PART OF: Science of Misinformation PART OF: Threats to Democracy in Europe PART OF: Sclence of Misinformatio

Decoding Deception: The
Psychology of Combating
Misinformation

AField's Dilemmas:
Misinformation Research
Has Exploded. But
Scientists Are Still

—> Access to journalists covering
AI Stories o S;int:;ﬁsmw f’ e MGt Grappling With
= Resources to bridge the gap ® o -
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Moldovans Are Voting ina

Pivotal Presidential Runoff.
But Voter Fraud Threatens
Its Democracy




Exploring the Teacher & Student Toolkits

LESSON PLAN

Al Accountability
Classroom Toolkits

Grades:

ALLGRADES

Authors:

.‘ Pulitzer Center Education
‘- LESSON BUILDER USER

e

Donnalie Jamnah
PULITZER CENTER STAFF

LESSON SUMMARY

This resource is designed to
support classroom engagement
with Al journalism by providing
background information and
key concepts for better
understanding artificial
intelligence and its societal
impacts.



https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/ai-accountability-classroom-toolkits

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
IS A GLOBAL ISSUE

Al is a topic that connects the world, often reflecting other
systemic issues like racial justice and health. When considering
the impacts of Al, it is useful to think on the local and global
scale. Leverage Al news stories as a lens to explore a range of
global news topics.

Al & ENVIRONMENT

“Microsoft’s Hypocrisy on Al” by Karen Hao
for The Atlantic

»

by Lydia Emmanouilidou for Aljazeera, Deutsche
‘elle, Monocle, and Computer Weekly

Al & LABOR RIGHTS

“India's Gig Workers and Algorithms”
by Varsha Bansal for Wired, Rest of
the World, and the MIT Review

| & GENDER EQUALITY

“There Is No Standard’: Investigation Finds
Al Algorithms Objectify Women’s Bodies” by
ilke Schellman for The Guardian

Al § GOVERNANCE

“This Algorithm Could Ruin Your Life” by

Gabriel Geiger, Evaline Schot and Matt
Burgess for Wired

the Votin;
vonopoly,” by Spenser Mestel for Undark

SAFETY & PRIVACY

The role of Pulitzer Center reporting on
Information and Artificial Intelligence is to

analyze the impact of emerging technologies on

people, including benefits, risks, and harms.

Read any or all of the following Pulitzer Center
reporting projects before engaging with the
questions. These resources and questions support
a framework for leading discussions about artificial
intelligence that centers people and impact:

There Goes the Neighborhood by Lam Thuy Vo for
The Markup, MIT Technology Review, and Just Tech

Tracked by Garance Burke, Juliet Linderman,
Martha Mendoza, and Michael Tarm for The
Associated Press

+ Summarize the Al tool(s) being described in the
reporting projects. Based on your Al learning,
how would you categorize the tool(s)?

o Reactive Al, Predictive Al, Generative Al

How does the tool work? What kind of data does
it require and where is the data from?

What are the stated benefits and drawbacks of
utilizing the tool? Can you think of others?

Is the tool designed to automate tasks or
eliminate work? How does using this tool
redefine human work and labor?

Who is impacted by the tool? Is the impact of
applying this tool different for different groups
of people?

How accurate or effective are the tools? What
harm was caused by any inaccuracies?

Did bias play a role in the development,
deployment, and evaluation of the tool? Did the
tool improve or further drive systemic
inequalities?

How might a tool like this impact your own
classroom or community?

EQUITY & ACCOUNTARILITY

The role of Pulitzer Center reporting on
Information and Artificial Intelligence is to
analyze the impact of emerging technologies
on people, including benefits, risks and
harms.

Read any or all of the following Pulitzer Center
reporting projects before engaging with the
questions. These resources and questions support a
framework for leading discussions about artificial
intelligence that centers people and impact:

The Philippines and the Al Boom by Karol Llagan for
PumaPodcast, Commoner, and the Philippine Center
for Investigative Journalism

Al Colonialism by Karen Hao for MIT Technology
Review

Summarize the Al tool(s) being described in the
reporting projects. Based on your Al learning, how
would you categorize the tool(s)?

o Reactive Al, Predictive Al, Generative Al

How does the tool work? What kind of data does it
require and where is the data from?

What are the stated benefits and drawbacks of
utilizing the tool? Can you think of others?

.

Is the tool designed to automate tasks or eliminate
work? How does using this tool redefine human
work and labor?

.

Who is impacted by the tool? Is the impact of
applying this tool different for different groups of
people?

* How accurate or effective are the tools? What
harm was caused by any inaccuracies?

Did bias play a role in the development,
deployment, and evaluation of the tool? Did the
tool improve or further drive systemic
inequalities?

.

How might a tool like this impact your own
classroom or community?




Group Activity

AI Education Scenarios

o Read the scenario
o Brainstorm Responses
o Engage with a Pulitzer Center Story




What beliefs
do | have
about AI?

Where do my
beliefs come
from?

How are my
beliefs barriers
to learning
about Al?

Understanding my

own beliefs,

assumptions, and

biases about Al

How will |
manage my
beliefs?

What
commitments
can | make to
fully engage

with new ideas
presented by
the reporting




Scenario 1

Your district announces it is considering
buying an Al tool to support hiring
teachers and staff. They believe the tool,
which will conduct and summarize video
interviews for decision makers will help
them to make the hiring process more
efficient and cast a wider net for potential
employees. The hiring summaries will
include a recommendation on the
expected success rate for the applicant
generated by comparing their interviews
to those of current employees with
favorable evaluations. You are invited to
join a committee for further discussion
and decision making around the change.




Scenario 2

Scenario 2: Your school has been trying to
monitor and address rising cases of
bullying on campus. One strategy has
been to heavily monitor student use of
school provided devices, but the team is
now considering a program that would

help scan and monitor student social
media interactions at any time. The
technology proclaims to help identify
students at risk of harming themselves or
others. Your team is meeting to discuss.




Any Questions?
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Share one word or phrase that
captures something you are
thinking /feeling after today’s
orientation
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