
Holding AI Accountable: The Role of 
Journalism and Education 

A Pulitzer Center Workshop 

While you enter:
● (Zoom Attendees) Feel Free to Say Hi in the chat
● Please gather some tools for note taking and tracking 

your thoughts during the session. 



Who Else Is In The 
Room?

(Feel free to raise a physical or 
digital hand if… )



Icebreaker

Read the two breaking news headlines above. 
How do you think they may be connected to our “AI Accountability” session topic? 

How are they connected to other conversations you’ve had about AI recently?



AI Accountability Through 
Journalism

● Goals and Agenda
● Pulitzer Center Mission and Vision
● What is AI Accountability?



Goals for Today’s Workshop

This evening, we will...

● Engage with Pulitzer Center supported reporting on AI 
Accountability

● Discuss the civic role of education in fostering AI literacy and 
accountability 

● Explore the intersection between storytelling and power in the 
field of technology

● Consider how classrooms can become spaces for ethical inquiry, 
civic engagement, and responsible innovation



Time (CST) Agenda Item

11:30 - 11:40 Welcome/Icebreaker

11:40 - 11:50 AI Accountability Through Journalism

11:50 - 12:00 AI Accountability In Education

12:00 - 12:15 Group Activity: From Information to Action

12:15 - 12:25 Open Q&A 

12:25 - 12:30 Closing/Survey

Agenda



What is the
Pulitzer Center?

Our mission is to champion 
the power of stories to 
make complex issues 
relevant and inspire action.



Daily news 

Underreported stories 
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What do underreported stories do?

● Bear witness
● Hold powerful accountable
● Center voices, events, and 

facts that have been 
marginalized in 
mainstream narratives

● Provide a historical 
context for contemporary 
issues

● Expose systems that drive 
current events

What is not 
right? What is 
not working?

Whose voices 
are missing?

Are proposed 
solutions 
working? For 
whom?

How do these questions connect 
with your students?
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What sets Pulitzer Center reporting apart?

● Quality, long-term 
investigations

● Character-driven stories, 
often centering 
underreported voices and 
perspectives

● Reporting designed for 
extended engagement
○ Conversation
○ Understanding
○ Connection
○ Agency

Inquiry-based

A face to 
systemic issues

Text structure & 
multimedia 
resources
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We support stories about systemic, global issues.
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Check In: What do you 
think are the elements of a 
good underreported 
Information and AI Story? 



Journalists Reporting on AI Should 

Consider: 

❏ How these systems work.

❏ Where they are deployed.

❏ How well they perform.

❏ Whether they are regulated.

❏ Who benefits and makes money as a 
result.

❏ Which communities may be 
negatively impacted by such tools.

Guidance for  
Reporting on AI 

from AP Stylebook

“The artificial intelligence story goes far beyond 
business and technology. It also is about 
politics, entertainment, education, sports, human 
rights, the economy, equality and inequality, 
international law, and many other issues. 
Successful AI stories show how these tools are 
affecting many areas of our lives…”
“To accurately explain the technologies to their 
audiences, journalists must understand both the 
vocabulary associated with AI technologies and 
the concepts used in their creation…”



When reporting on AI be sure to avoid 
publishing far-fetched claims or marketing 
talking points, existential threat narratives 
that distract from real-world problems, 
ascribing human emotions or capabilities 
to AI models, and illustrating AI with 
humanoid imagery. 

(Guidance from AP Stylebook Guidelines on AI Reporting)





Cultivating learning 
and community for 
journalists reporting 
about AI across the 

globe

Investing in Journalists and Content 
Expert Partners



AI Accountability Through 
Education

● K12 Mission and Theory of Change
● What we’ve heard from educators
● Available Resources



K-12 Mission: To 
cultivate a more curious, 
informed, empathetic, 
and engaged public by 
connecting students and 
teachers with under-
reported global news 
stories and the 
journalists who cover 
them.



Our Theory 
of Change

By connecting students and 
teachers with underreported 
global news stories, and the 
journalists who cover them, 
students will strengthen the 
critical thinking, media 
literacy, communication, and 
connection skills they need 
to…

•Inform themselves

•Cultivate empathy

•Take action



We support the work of AI Accountability with a wide variety 
of programs and initiatives

AI Journalism Initiatives

• AI Accountability 
Fellowship

• AI Reporting Grants

• Machine Learning 
Reporting Grants

• AI Spotlight Series

• AI Research

• AI Teacher Advisory 
Council

• AI Webinars and PD

• AI Virtual Visits for 
Classrooms

• Digital Resources 
for Teachers and 
Students

• South-to-South AI 
Accountability 
CoLab

• Civil Society 
Partnerships 

• Conference 
presentations and 
keynotes 

AI Engagement in the US Global AI Engagement



Resources for Educators
➜ Global Reporting on AI and AI 

subtopics
➜ Access to journalists covering 

AI stories
➜ Resources to bridge the gap



Exploring the Teacher & Student Toolkits

https://pulitzercenter.org/builder/lesson/ai-accountability-classroom-toolkits




Group Activity
AI Education Scenarios

○ Read the scenario
○ Brainstorm Responses
○ Engage with a Pulitzer Center Story



What beliefs 
do I have 
about AI?

Where do my 
beliefs come 

from?

How will I 
manage my 

beliefs? 

What 
commitments 
can I make to 
fully engage 

with new ideas 
presented by 
the reporting

How are my 
beliefs barriers 

to learning 
about AI?

Understanding my 
own beliefs, 

assumptions, and 
biases about AI



Scenario 1 

Your district announces it is considering 
buying an AI tool to support hiring 
teachers and staff. They believe the tool, 
which will conduct and summarize video 
interviews for decision makers will help 
them to make the hiring process more 
efficient and cast a wider net for potential 
employees. The hiring summaries will 
include a recommendation on the 
expected success rate for the applicant 
generated by comparing their interviews 
to those of current employees with 
favorable evaluations. You are invited to 
join a committee for further discussion 
and decision making around the change. 



Scenario 2 

Scenario 2: Your school has been trying to 
monitor and address rising cases of 
bullying on campus. One strategy has 
been to heavily monitor student use of 
school provided devices, but the team is 
now considering a program that would 
help scan and monitor student social 
media interactions at any time. The 
technology proclaims to help identify 
students at risk of harming themselves or 
others. Your team is meeting to discuss.



Any Questions?



Share one word or phrase that 
captures something you are 
thinking/feeling after today’s 
orientation

Closing
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